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The USE Efficiency Project. 

 
Since the adoption of the European Energy Performance Directive (EPBD-2002) by the EU, a 
large number of projects were funded, aiming to reinforce and support the implementation of 
this directive. Many projects were funded under the Intelligent Energy Europe I and II 
programmes, which had a wide diversity of actions. Several of these projects included training 
activities on energy matters while others focused on improving energy efficiency in buildings 
and on the implementation of Renewable Energy Sources.  
'Universities and Students for Energy Efficiency - USE Eff' (2009), is a project involving 13 
partners from 10 EU countries. It intends to create a common stream for energy efficiency in 
University buildings. While focusing on training of University students, it aims to improve in long 
term the energy efficiency and performance of University buildings. Both Universities and 
students could act as “shining examples” for energy efficiency solutions and behaviour. 
Engineering students will learn about energy efficiency through specialized training programmes 
developed by the partners. These programmes were based on actual case studies of University 
buildings that the students spend much of their time in them. Students performed energy audits 
on selected University buildings, aided by professors and technical experts. At the end they 
were invited to present their contributions in energy efficiency improvement and the two best 
projects (ten students) were selected for a summer school where they met and interacted with 
students from other countries.  
Scope of the lecture is to present the scientific context and the results of the European project 
USE Efficiency 
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